Quality grading for cervical smears.
Three thousand five hundred and eighty cervical smears were taken in 1990-1992 at a Genitourinary Medicine Clinic with various spatula or spatula brush combinations. The unsatisfactory rate and the detection of cellular abnormalities showed some relation to spatula type. However, the satisfactory smears screened in the laboratory are routinely assigned a quality grade-good, fair or poor. Analysis shows higher rate of detection of cellular abnormalities in good quality smears, the detection of dyskaryosis being twice as high, in contrast to the fair or poor quality smears. It is suggested that quality grade is a better way of classifying smear quality in the cervical screening programmes rather than the presence or absence of endocervical and/or metaplastic cells.